
  

CALIFORNIA’S DIVISION OF JUVENILE  

JUSTICE REPORTS HIGH RECIDIVISM  

DESPITE SURGING COSTS 

 State juvenile justice facilities may cost taxpayers over $270,000 per youth in FY 2016-17.  

Figure 1. DJJ cost per youth, actual (FY 2008-09—FY 2015-16), and expected (FY 2016-17) 

Sources: DOF, 2010-2017. Note: Per capita costs for FY 2016-17 were estimated by the California Department of Finance based on 

population and cost information from the first half of the fiscal year. 
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 DJJ’s cost per youth has increased annually, reaching historically high levels.  

Figure 2. DJJ budget and population, actual (FY 2008-09—FY 2015-16), and expected (FY 2016-17) 

Sources: DOF, 2010-2017. Notes: The total DJJ budget was determined by totaling expenditures for “Juvenile Operations and Juvenile 

Offender Programs,” “Juvenile Academic and Vocational Education,” and “Juvenile Health Care Services.” “Juvenile Parole Operations” costs 

are excluded from the budget total because the responsibility for supervising youth released from DJJ shifted from the state to the 

counties in 2011. Average daily population and the DJJ budget for FY 2016-17 were estimated by the California Department of Finance 

based on population and cost information from the first half of the fiscal year. 

 Counties reimburse the state for a small share of DJJ costs, leaving the remainder to taxpayers. 

 Recidivism rates remain high and are reported infrequently and inconsistently. 
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Please note: Each year, every jurisdiction submits their data to the official databases maintained by appointed governmental bodies. 

While every effort is made to review data for accuracy and to correct information upon revision, CJCJ cannot be responsible for data 

reporting errors made at the county, state, or national level.  

http://www.cjcj.org/

