
 

RACIAL DISPARITIES PERSIST AMID LARGE 

DRUG ARREST DECLINES IN SAN FRANCISCO 

 

Figure 1. San Francisco felony drug arrests by race, per 100,000 population, annual averages, 1977-2016 

Sources: DOJ (2017); DRU (2017). 
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 

Table 1. Drug arrests in San Francisco by crime classification, 1988-89 vs. 2008-09 vs. 2015-16 

 
Felonies Misdemeanors Total 

1988-89 (peak years for drug arrests) 22,500 6,700 29,200 

2008-09 (peak years for racial disparities) 14,500 4,800 19,300 

2015-16 (most recent years) 1,718 696 2,414 

Sources: DOJ (2017); CDC (2018).
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Please note: Jurisdictions submit their data to the official statewide or national databases maintained by appointed governmental bodies. 

While every effort is made to review data for accuracy and to correct information upon revision, CJCJ cannot be responsible for data 

reporting errors made at the county, state, or national level. 


