
 

VIOLENCE BY CALIFORNIA YOUTH  
IS NOT “SURGING” 
California is not suffering a “crisis” in violence by juveniles, as the Chief Probation 
Officers of California alleges in its self-interested campaign to alarm lawmakers. 
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Claims of “crisis” are a hoax 

The California Department of Justice has been reporting violent crime statistics for youth since 1957. The latest 
rate, for 2025, was the fourth lowest ever recorded in 68 years of reporting. The only years with lower rates of 
violent crime by youths were 2022, 2020, and 2021 – years during which the COVID pandemic largely shut 
California down. 

That is, today’s violent crime level by California youth is even lower than in the 1950s, as well as every decade 
since. The unprecedented plummet in youth crime has saved state taxpayers $10 billion in incarceration costs 
alone since the 1990s. 

However, less youth crime threatens major interests. The Chief Probation Officers of California (CPOC), 
invoking numbers so misleading they should shame the organization, just declared a “crisis” because “violent 
juvenile crime is surging in California.” 

The CPOC cherry-picks wildly inconsistent time periods, variously comparing recent years to ones when the 
state was largely shut down during the COVID pandemic. “Violent felony arrests among youth” are “up nearly 
60 percent since the state closed the Division of Juvenile Justice,” CPOC declares, comparing 2025 to 2021. 
Switching to another set of years, CPOC then declares: “Youth adjudicated for serious offenses, including 
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KEY FINDINGS 

•​ California’s juvenile violent felony (homicide, rape, robbery, aggravated assault) arrest rate in 2025 was 
the fourth lowest since statistics were first compiled in 1957. 

•​ Department of Justice statistics show the only years with lower rates of violence by youth were 2020, 
2021, and 2022, when the state was largely shut down during the COVID pandemic. 

•​ The 2025 violence arrest rate among California youth was 49% below 2010’s rate, 72% below 1990’s rate, 
and 17% below even 1957’s rate. 

https://openjustice.doj.ca.gov/
https://juvenilejusticeca.org/


murder and rape” are “up 120 percent in two years.” Switching yet again to a third set of years, CPOC then 
declares, “juvenile homicide arrests” are “up more than 80 percent.”  

CPOC’s self-interested lobbying for more funding, staffing, and hardline policy by issuing selective, 
cherry-picked numbers illustrates how criminal justice policies get misdirected and taxpayer dollars wasted by 
the billions to no good effect. 

Strange that CPOC hypes the numbers for homicide (a very rare crime) from 2025 versus 2019, but doesn’t 
mention the large declines in juvenile robberies, rape/sex offenses, aggravated assaults, simple assaults, and total 
violent crimes over that period. Of course certain crimes would temporarily increase as the state opened back up 
after COVID restrictions, but levels today remain lower than before the pandemic. 

Institutional interests distort public policy 

CPOC represents the leadership of county probation departments, which supervise youth, operate juvenile 
facilities, and influence local spending. The question is whether policy and budgets reflect demonstrated needs 
rather than selective statistics. 

In fact, the real trends powerfully validate California leaders’ decisions to reform the criminal justice system, 
including closing the state Division of Juvenile Justice in 2023 and 30 local juvenile detention facilities due to 
plunging youth crime. 

Figure 1. California youth violent felony arrests, 2010-2025 
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https://www.cdcr.ca.gov/fpcm/wp-content/uploads/sites/184/2026/02/Deactivated_Adult_and_Juvenile_Facilities.pdf


Figure 1 and Table 1 show full – not cherry-picked – tabulations of juvenile violent offenses taken from the 
California Department of Justice’s annual Crime in California annual report, yearly since 2010 and for the prior 
years of 1975, 1990, and 2010 for perspective. Using regression analysis which incorporates all years of data into 
an overall trend – not just selective years picked to show a partisan result – California juvenile violent crimes 
have fallen by 53% since 2010 and by 81% since 1990 to levels now 17% lower than in the first year numbers were 
compiled, 1957. During the 2010-2025 period, juvenile homicide fell by 22%, rape/sex offenses (despite a large 
expansion in their definition) fell by 28%, aggravated assault fell by 53%, robbery fell by 56%, and simple assault 
fell by 69%.  

There are no grounds for stating, as CPOC does, that youth offenses are surging and becoming more serious. 
Just the opposite is occurring. Reforms, including cuts to budgets and staffing of juvenile probation and related 
justice systems, should continue. 

Table 1. California youth violent felony and simple (misdemeanor) assault 
arrests, 1975, 1990, 2000, 2010-2025 
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Methods 

This brief reports juvenile arrest counts for persons younger than 18, not the number of violent incidents or 
unique individuals who committed offenses. Enforcement practices, agency reporting completeness, offense 
classifications, and changes in reporting systems all affect arrest counts.  
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