
 

 

AN OPPORTUNITY FOR REINVESTMENT: 

CALIFORNIA STATE JUVENILE JUSTICE FUNDING 

IN FIVE BAY AREA COUNTIES  

Introduction 

Figure 1. JJCPA and YOBG total allocation,1 FY 2013-14 to FY 2016-17  

 
Sources: CSC, 2014-2017; 2014a-2017a; BSCC, 2015-2017; 2015a-2017a; 2018a. 
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Juvenile Justice Trends in California and Bay Area Counties

Figure 2. Arrests of California youth per 100,000 population ages 10-17, 1957-2016 

 
Sources: DOJ, 1957-2017; 2017a. 
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Table 1: Juvenile justice snapshot for Bay Area counties (2016-17) 

 
Source: BSCC, 2018; CDCR, 2018; DOF, 2017; DOJ, 2017a. 

Overview of JJCPA and YOBG Funding Allocations 

                                                 

Funding for counties is decided by 

formulas set in statute: JJCPA 

funding is allocated based on each 

county’s overall population. YOBG 

funding is allocated based on each 

county’s juvenile felony dispositions 

and juvenile population. 



 

 

Figure 3. JJCPA and YOBG total allocation4 in Bay Area counties, FY 2013-14 to FY 2016-17 

 
Sources: CSC, 2014-2017; 2014a-2017a; BSCC, 2015-2017; 2015a-2017a; 2018a. 

Standards for JJCPA-YOBG Programs and Reporting Requirements 
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How California and Bay Area Counties Plan JJCPA and YOBG Programs  

                                                 

By May 1

• Counties submit a consolidated JJCPA-YOBG annual plan to the BSCC, which details the 
programs and services that will be supported in the next fiscal year through both funding 
programs. Juvenile Justice Coordinating Councils (JJCCs) are required to meet at least annually to 
approve JJCPA-related components of the JJCPA-YOBG plan prior to submission to the BSCC. 

By October 1

• Counties submit annual year-end reports to the BSCC, which detail the JJCPA- and YOBG-
funded programs and services that were supported in the previous fiscal year. This report 
should include detailed budget information, a summary of county juvenile justice data, and a 
description of the role of JJCPA- and YOBG-funded programs in producing these outcomes.

By March 1

• The BSCC submits one JJCPA-YOBG report to the California State Legislature, which summarizes 
the county year-end reports. 
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How California and Bay Area Counties Spend JJCPA and YOBG Funding6 

                                                 



 

 

Under-utilization of funds leaves dollars unspent that could be used to benefit the community.  

Overspending on probation and county staffing undercuts opportunities for community-based programs. 

Counties that participated in the 

JJCPA program spent approximately 

$15 million less than planned in FY 

2015-16—part of a three-year trend 

in underspending since FY 2013-14. 



 

 

Figure 4. Use of JJCPA and YOBG funds by spending category7 in Bay Area counties, FY 2016-17

 
Source: BSCC, 2018a. 
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Detention- and placement-based programs cost more and serve fewer youth than direct services. 

Figure 5. YOBG placements and direct services spending8 in millions, FY 2011-12 to FY 2015-16 

 
Source: BSCC, 2014a-2017a. 
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An Opportunity for Juvenile Justice Reinvestment

Program planning should be inclusive of local stakeholders and justice-impacted community leaders. 

Counties and the state can adopt set-asides to prioritize funding for community-based services. 

As youth arrests and facility 

populations consistently decline, 

counties could reinvest cost savings 

into community-based organizations 

that support young people’s range of 

complex needs, including education, 

housing, mental health, and reentry. 



 

 

Community advocacy can help ensure JJCPA and YOBG funding reflects community needs.

Conclusion
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Please note: Jurisdictions submit their data to the official statewide or national databases maintained by appointed governmental bodies. 

While every effort is made to review data for accuracy and to correct information upon revision, CJCJ cannot be responsible for data 

reporting errors made at the county, state, or national level. 



 

 

Appendix

Appendix A. JJCPA and YOBG allocations for Bay Area counties, FY 2015-16  

 
Sources: CSC, 2014-2017; 2014a-2017a; BSCC, 2015-2017; 2015a-2017a. 

Appendix B. JJCPA and YOBG Spending by Category for Bay Area Counties, FY 2016-17 
 

 
Source: BSCC, 2018a. 


