
 

 

PRETRIAL SERVICES: AN EFFECTIVE 

ALTERNATIVE TO MONETARY BAIL  

                                                           

 

Average California jail population. Source: BSCC, 

2013. 



 

 

Background on the Monetary Bail System  

Use of Monetary Bail Creates Income and Racial 

Disparities  

Bail Release Definitions 

Own Recognizance (OR)

Unsecured bond

Cash bond

Conditional or Pretrial Release



 

 

 

 

 

 

Pretrial Detention Results in Adverse Outcomes 

 

 

 

 

 

Collateral Consequences



 

 

 

A Cash-Dependent System Does Not Promote Public Safety 

Pretrial Services are Effective Alternatives to Monetary Bail 



 

 

Conclusion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

County 
Appearance 

Rate 
Re-arrest Rate 

Santa Cruz 89% 8% 

Santa Clara 88% 2% 

Yolo 92% 5% 

Marin 91% 9% 

San Francisco 97% - 

Commercial Bail 

Bond (National 

Average) 

82% 16% 
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