
 

THE PLUMMETING ARREST RATES OF 
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Introduction 

 



 

Table 1. California arrests rates of children under age 10 (1980-2013) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: Rates are per 100,000 population. “Large counties” are those with populations of 100,00 people or more.                                   

Sources: CJSC (2014; 2014a), DRU (2014). 

 

Findings 

Quantifying the drop in childhood crime 

 

 

 

 

 

 1980 1990 2000 2013 Change 

All offenses 518.7 355.1 161.0 21.9 -95% 

  Felony arrests 160.2 104.0 54.5 7.8 -95% 

    Violent crimes 16.5 15.9 13.6 2.3 -86% 

    Property crimes 135.1 77.7 31.3 2.9 -98% 

  Misdemeanors 324.0 234.4 95.5 12.1 -96% 

  Status offenses 34.4 16.7 11.0 2.0 -94% 

 Female, total 142.2 81.7 42.2 6.7 -95% 

 Male, total  879.1 613.8 274.2 36.4 -96% 

 Black 1,119.9 1,098.7 554.2 106.6 -90% 

 Latino 353.3 261.6 122.7 13.6 -96% 

 White 537.4 328.9 160.5 24.3 -95% 

 Asian/other 220.1 229.5 69.5 15.7 -93% 

33 large counties 519.7 349.5 157.3 20.1 -96% 

25 small counties 488.1 511.8 282.8 82.6 -86% 

Total arrests 3,648 3,119 1,782 219 -3,429 



 

 

Figure 1. Change in total arrest rates by age (1978-2013) 

 
 Note: Rates are per 100,000 population. Data for children ages 7-11 used to calculate arrests rates for children under 12. 

Rates for ages <12 are multiplied by 10 to facilitate comparison to arrest rates of other age groups. Sources: CJSC (2014);       

DRU (2014). 

Figure 2. Change in California’s per-capita felony arrest rates by age (1978-2013) 

  
Note: Rates are per 100,000 population. Sources: CJSC (2014); DRU (2015). 
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California’s large age division in arrest rate trends 

Figure 3. Felony arrest rates, annual average (1978-2013)  

 
Note: Rates are per 100,000 population. Sources: CJSC (2014); DRU (2015). 
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California is leading a national trend 

Figure 4. California child and youth arrest rates vs. those in the rest of the U.S. (1978-2013) 

 
Note: Rates are per 100,000 population, ages 8-12, 13-14, and 15-17. FBI figures combine ages 10-12, so age <13 is used in 

this chart. National arrest totals are estimated for each year by prorating arrests from non-reporting jurisdictions, usually 10 

to 30 percent of all jurisdictions, from arrest numbers from reporting jurisdictions. Sources: CJSC (2014); FBI (2014). 
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Predicting California’s future trends 
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Please note: Each year, every county submits their data to the official statewide databases maintained by appointed 

governmental bodies. While every effort is made to review data for accuracy and to correct information upon revision, CJCJ 

cannot be responsible for data reporting errors made at the county, state, or national level. 

http://www.cjcj.org/


 

Appendix  

Table 1. Arrests and changes in arrest rates of ages <10 by county (1980-2013) 

Counties (ranked 

by arrest change) 

Change in arrest rate per 100,000  

population ages 8-9, 2013 vs. 1980 

Change in arrest counts 

1980s 1990s 2000s 2013 

Sonoma -100% 46 40 15 0 

Imperial -100% 25 12 6 0 

Santa Cruz -100% 23 13 0 0 

Kings -100% 21 26 38 0 

San Luis Obispo -100% 13 5 5 0 

Napa -100% 10 0 0 0 

El Dorado -100% 9 15 5 0 

Madera -100% 8 7 5 0 

Nevada -100% 6 0 0 0 

Lassen -100% 6 0 0 0 

San Benito -100% 4 0 0 0 

Trinity -100% 4 0 0 0 

Yolo -100% 3 19 8 0 

Tuolumne -100% 2 0 0 0 

Sutter -100% 1 0 0 0 

Siskiyou -100% 1 0 0 0 

Inyo -100% 1 0 0 0 

Solano -99% 103 70 32 1 

Fresno -98% 132 220 158 4 

Riverside -98% 157 68 52 5 

Stanislaus -98% 198 207 95 5 

Alameda -98% 321 266 61 6 

Sacramento -98% 79 72 46 2 

Monterey -98% 62 19 20 1 

Shasta -98% 41 48 31 1 

San Francisco -98% 39 52 5 1 

Ventura -97% 33 36 24 1 

San Diego -97% 326 223 117 10 

Kern -97% 135 253 128 10 

Santa Clara -97% 267 148 88 9 

Contra Costa -97% 161 93 38 6 

San Mateo -97% 73 69 35 3 

Santa Barbara -96% 70 65 32 3 

Los Angeles -96% 485 342 155 17 

Orange -96% 194 110 44 8 

San Bernardino -96% 266 237 177 18 

Merced -95% 74 69 38 5 

Marin -95% 50 19 13 2 

Mendocino -94% 18 0 0 1 

Placer -94% 5 12 13 1 

Humboldt -89% 38 0 0 4 

Tulare -81% 37 68 43 15 



 

Counties (ranked 

by arrest change) 

Change in arrest rate per 100,000  

population ages 8-9, 2013 vs. 1980 

Change in arrest counts 

1980s 1990s 2000s 2013 

Yuba -76% 12 0 0 4 

Butte -74% 5 9 32 2 

Glenn -60% 2 0 0 1 

San Joaquin -44% 74 51 130 59 

Tehama -20% 5 0 0 6 

Colusa na 0 0 0 0 

Amador na 0 0 0 0 

Del Norte na 0 0 0 0 

Plumas na 0 0 0 0 

Mono na 0 0 0 0 

Mariposa na 0 0 0 0 

Modoc na 0 0 0 0 

Sierra na 0 0 0 0 

Alpine na 0 0 0 0 

Calaveras +23% 2 0 0 4 

Lake  + ~ 0 0 0 3 
Note: County arrest figures are available for 1980-2013. Sources: CJSC (2014); DRU (2014). 

 

Table 2. Change in total arrest rates by age group (1980-2013) 

Age group Change in Total Arrests Change in Felony Arrests 

<10 -96% -96% 

10-11 -91% -89% 

12-14 -77% -81% 

15-17 -73% -74% 

18-19 -74% -61% 

20-24 -62% -39% 
Sources: CJSC (2014); DRU (2014). 

 


