
         

      

    

        

      

 
 
April 9, 2020 
 
Governor Gavin Newsom 
1303 10th Street, Suite 1173 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Fax: (916) 558-3160  
 
RE: Protecting the Public Amid COVID-19 Crisis  
 
Dear Governor Newsom:  

COVID-19 presents an unprecedented crisis for California and requires immediate action to understand the scope of 
infection and necessary responses. On behalf of a broad network of criminal and juvenile justice advocates, we 
write to share grave concerns that our state does not have the critical information to protect individuals confined or 



 

working in county locked facilities. There are 220 county jails and juvenile justice facilities that confine 
approximately 75,000 Californians.1 Unfortunately, we do not yet know the scope of COVID-19 testing and 
infection at these facilities. There currently is no statewide resource that centralizes existing county-by-county 
COVID-19 facility data. California’s Board of State and Community Corrections (BSCC) is our statewide 
clearinghouse for criminal and juvenile justice data. We request that you require BSCC to solicit and publish 
relevant COVID-19 county facility data. Your actions can strengthen our state’s response to this public health crisis 
and protect all Californians.  
 
The US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) warns that correctional facilities are uniquely 
vulnerable to COVID-19 outbreaks.2 Data already show COVID-19 infection rates are alarmingly high in jails 
when compared with already concerning trends among the general population. New York City’s Rikers Island jail 
has a 6.59% infection rate compared with 0.12% for the United States.3 New York demonstrates the challenge 
before us. This may well be California’s future. We share the concern of Former Secretary of the California 
Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR) Scott Kernan who recently said, “I think the threat level is at 
10 now.”4  
 
California must quickly gather critical research on COVID-19 testing and infections in county correctional 
facilities. A Los Angeles County probation officer working in the Barry J. Nidorf Juvenile Hall recently tested 
positive for COVID-19 and 21 youth are now quarantined.5 At least 25 state prison inmates, of 421 tested, and 62 
CDCR/CCHCS employees have also tested positive.6 Unfortunately, these numbers change quickly and there is still 
much we do not know about the scope of this issue. We are forced to piece together media reports, press releases, 
and anecdotal stories. The lack of centralized information gathering prevents our state from coordinating responses 
to COVID-19. Researchers and medical professionals are unable to track the rate of infections and provide 
treatment. Community-based organizations and systems leaders cannot plan for potential releases or develop 
suitable diversion programs for their communities. Most importantly, the families of those in local justice facilities 
do not know whether their loved ones are safe from COVID-19. 

The BSCC should serve as a data clearinghouse to track COVID-19 in county justice facilities. BSCC already has 
the infrastructure to collect COVID-19 data and recently added COVID-19 updates to its website.7 It is California’s 
leading criminal and juvenile justice research agency, established by the legislature to collect and analyze important 
local trends, which include county facility population data.8 The agency’s Jail Profile Survey and Juvenile 
Detention Survey already gather some medical-related, facility-specific data and provide them to the public.9 BSCC 
has the infrastructure to similarly collect COVID-19 data. Using its existing infrastructure, the agency can model 
their reporting on CDCR’s web-based Population COVID-19 Tracking page and CDCR/CCHCS COVID-19 
Employee Status page.10 We recommend that the COVID-19 BSCC Survey should be updated on a daily basis, 

                                                             
1 74,562 as of Dec 31, 2019 = 71,200 adults + 3,362 youth. See BSCC query pages, Jail Profile Survey-Online Querying Juvenile Detention Profile Survey-
Online Querying. At: http://app.bscc.ca.gov/joq/jds/QuerySelection.asp. 
2 US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2020). Interim Guidance on Management of Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) in Correctional and 
Detention Facilities. At: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/guidance-correctional-detention.pdf. 
3 The Legal Aid Society. (2020). COVID-19 Infection Tracking in NYC Jails. At: https://www.legalaidnyc.org/covid-19-infection-tracking-in-nyc-jails/. 
4 ABC News. (2020). Fearing outbreaks and riots, nation’s prison and jail wardens scramble to respond to coronavirus threat. At: 
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/fearing-outbreaks-riots-nations-prison-jail-wardens-scramble/story?id=69676840. 
5 Los Angeles Times. (2020). L.A. County juvenile hall officer tests positive for coronavirus, 21 youths in quarantine. At: 
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-04-01/l-a-county-juvenile-hall-employee-tests-positive-for-coronavirus-21-juveniles-now-on-quarantine. 
6 California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation. (2020). Population COVID-19 Tracking. At: https://www.cdcr.ca.gov/covid19/population-status-
tracking/. CDCR/CCHCS COVID-19 Employee Status. At: www.cdcr.ca.gov/covid19/cdcr-cchcs-covid-19-status/. 
7 Board of State and Community Corrections (BSCC). (2020). COVID-19 Updates by Division. At: http://www.bscc.ca.gov/covid-19-information-and-
updates/. 
8 See Penal Code § 6027 (PEN § 6027). (a) It shall be the duty of the Board of State and Community Corrections to collect and maintain available information 
and data about state and community correctional policies, practices, capacities, and needs, including, but not limited to, prevention, intervention, suppression, 
supervision, and incapacitation, as they relate to both adult corrections, juvenile justice, and gang problems. The board shall seek to collect and make publicly 
available up-to-date data and information reflecting the impact of state and community correctional, juvenile justice, and gang-related policies and practices 
enacted in the state, as well as information and data concerning promising and evidence-based practices from other jurisdictions. At: 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PEN&sectionNum=6027. 
9 Data include inmates seen at inmate sick call, physician/practitioner occurrences, off-site medical appointments, and open mental health cases, among others. 
See Board of State and Community Corrections. (2020). Jail Profile Survey. At: https://app.bscc.ca.gov/joq//jps/query.asp?action=v. Juvenile Detention 
Survey. At: http://app.bscc.ca.gov/joq/jds/query.asp?action=v. 
10 California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation. (2020). Population COVID-19 Tracking. At: https://www.cdcr.ca.gov/covid19/population-status-
tracking/. CDCR/CCHCS COVID-19 Employee Status. At: https://www.cdhttps://www.cdcr.ca.gov/covid19/cdcr-cchcs-covid-19-status/. 



 

available in downloadable format, disaggregated by key demographic data (e.g. age, race/ethnicity, and gender), 
and include the following data points: 
 
(1) The number of staff and incarcerated people, reported separately, who have been tested for COVID-19, by 
facility and by date; 
(2) The number of staff and incarcerated people, reported separately, who have been diagnosed with COVID-19 by 
facility and by date; 
(3) The number of incarcerated people who have tested positive or are presumed positive with COVID-19 and have 
since been released or transferred to another detention facility or hospital, by facility, by date, and by current 
location; 
(4) The number of pending or ordered tests that have not yet been administered, by facility and by date;  
(5) Facility responses to positive diagnoses of incarcerated individuals or staff, by type of response, number of 
individuals affected, date, and facility. Facility response types would include medical isolation of individuals in 
single cells; medical isolation in cohort with other confirmed cases; placement and treatment in medical unit; 
transfer to outside medical facility for treatment; quarantine of individual(s) in close contact with a COVID-19 
case.  
 
These data will help our state understand the scope of the COVID-19 pandemic. Please do not hesitate to contact 
Brian Goldstein (brian@cjcj.org) for any questions or to further discuss this matter. We respectfully request that 
you take immediate action to safeguard individuals confined in county justice facilities and protect all Californians 
from this dangerous pandemic.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Diana Block 
CCWP Advisory Board Chair 
California Coalition for Women Prisoners 
 
Lizzie Buchen 
Criminal Justice Project Director 
ACLU of California 
 
Jeannette Carrillo 
Prison Project / Outreach Coordinator 
Santa Cruz Barrios Unidos 
 
Kyle Magallanes Castillo 
Deputy Director 
Community Works 
 
Jasmine Dellafosse 
Senior Regional Organizer 
The Gathering for Justice 
 
Anthony DiMartino, MSW 
Government Affairs Director 
Californians for Safety and Justice 
 
Sharon Dolovich 
Professor of Law 
Director, Prison Law & Policy Program 
UCLA School of Law 
 
 

Veronica Flores 
CEO 
Community Health Councils 
 
Mindy Garland 
Lead Organizer 
Los Angeles Black Worker Center 
 
Brian Goldstein 
Director of Policy and Development 
Center on Juvenile and Criminal Justice 
 
Juan Gomez 
Executive Director 
MILPA 
 
Krea Gomez 
Education Director 
Young Women’s Freedom Center 
 
Jesse Hahnel 
Executive Director 
National Center for Youth Law 
 
Angela Irvine 
Founder and Principal Consultant 
Ceres Policy Research 
 
 
 



 

Katherine Katcher 
Founder & Executive Director 
Root & Rebound 
 
Ali Knight 
Chief Operating Officer 
Fresh Lifelines for Youth 
 
David Muhammad 
Executive Director 
National Institute for Criminal Justice Reform 
 
Rev. Michael McBride 
Director of Urban Strategies & LIVE FREE 
Campaign 
LIVE FREE 
 
Kim McGill, 
Organizer 
Youth Justice Coalition 
 
Derick Morgan 
Policy Associate 
Ella Baker Center for Human Rights 
 
Vinuta Naik 
Senior Attorney, Economic Advancement Program 
Community Legal Services in East Palo Alto 
 
Dominique D. Nong 
Senior Policy Associate 
Children’s Defense Fund-CA 
 
Marc Philpart 
Managing Director 
PolicyLink - Alliance for Boys and Men of Color 
 
Vonya Quarles 
Executive Director 
Starting Over, Inc. 
 
 

Laura Ridolfi 
Director of Policy 
W. Haywood Burns Institute 
 
Dulce Saavedra 
Youth Director 
Resilience Orange County 
 
Tavae Samuelu 
Executive Director 
Empowering Pacific Islander Communities 
 
Shira Shavit, MD 
Executive Director  
Transitions Clinic Network 
 
Kaile Shilling 
Executive Director 
Arts for Incarcerated Youth Network 
 
Danielle Soto, PhD 
Associate Director & Senior Researcher 
Research & Action Center 
Impact Justice 
 
Javier Stauring 
Executive Director 
Healing Dialogue and Action 
 
Yasmine Tager 
Staff Attorney & Clinical Supervisor 
East Bay Community Law Center 
 
Transforming Justice OC 
 
Israel Villa 
Deputy Director 
Californians United for Restorative Youth Justice 
 
Stacy Villalobos 
Staff Attorney 
Legal Aid at Work 

 
 
Cc:  Dr. Nadine Burke Harris, California Surgeon General, OSGInfo@osg.ca.gov  

Jessica Devencenzi, Deputy Legislative Secretary, Office of Governor Newsom, 
jessica.devencenzi@gov.ca.gov 

 Linda Penner, Board Chair, Board of State and Community Corrections, linda.penner@bscc.ca.gov 
Daniel Seeman, Deputy Cabinet Secretary, Office of Governor Newsom, daniel.seeman@gov.ca.gov 


