
Who decides in Sacramento? 
 

 
Interest groups & criminal justice policy 
 
 

 
 

New CJCJ publication sheds light on the inner circle of K-
street lobbying  
 

“You build up your rolodex,” he says, “you get face and name recognition 
with as many people as possible…” (p. 8) 
   
In the latest publication as part of CJCJ’s Interest groups and criminal justice policy 
project, Senior Fellow at Demos, Sasha Abramsky delves into the inner world of 
Sacramento-based lobbyists to find out what drives criminal justice policy in California. 
 
Read the full investigative report here. 
 
Check out KALW News ’ The Informant tonight for an article reviewing this 
publication.  Or follow us on Facebook and Twitter @CJCJmedia to find out when 
Rina Palta will be discussing this publication with author, Sasha Abramsky on 
KALW News Radio. 
 
Political connections 
 

CJCJ digs deeper into the profiles of special interest groups 
in California: PORAC and CDAA 
 

Promoting the “get tough” crime control agenda and Ignoring the Evidence 
discuss criminal justice lobbying influence over the legislative process 
 
Exploring the agenda and lobbying activities of two of California’s less talked about 
criminal justice interest groups, CJCJ discusses how the Peace Officers Research 
Association of California (PORAC) and the California District Attorney’s Association 
(CDAA) has contributed to today’s prison crisis. 
 
Promoting the “get tough” crime control agenda reviews PORAC’s historic criminal 
justice lobbying activities and finds that PORAC pursues policies that are not congruent 
with the interests of public safety, fiscal efficiency, or best practices.   
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Featured in KALW News: A little known law enforcement group with heavy political 
sway, November 18, 2011. 
 
Read what Executive Director Daniel Macallair has to say about it in his blog, PORAC’s 
contribution to California’s prison crisis, 
 

“PORAC remains an outlier in criminal justice policy despite the movement of 
other advocacy groups, both liberal and conservative, towards a mainstream 

reform agenda that focuses on data-driven best practices.” 
 
Ignoring the Evidence reviews CDAA’s role in perpetuating California’s prison crisis 
and finds that its agenda focuses on increasing prosecutorial power to incarcerate 
rather than pursue efficient alternatives that promote long-term public safety.  You can 
read Executive Director Daniel Macallair’s thoughts on the subject in his blog, CDAA: 
Ignoring the evidence. 
 

Visit www.cjcj.org/drug/policy/interest/groups/and/criminal/justice/policy to 
find out more about criminal justice interest groups in California. 
 

Check out CJCJ’s  
California Criminal Justice Interest Groups Watch  
 
The California Criminal Justice Interest Groups Watch is a series of blog postings that 
focus on particular special interest group activity in California.  The blog content 
analyzes the work of a specific lobbyist or lobbying firm, or examines the successful 
lobbying campaign of a specific bill or proposition.  This series answers the question: 
when it comes to promoting criminal justice policy in California, what works and why?  
   

Including introductory broadcasts on CA politics: 
Money Talks 
Its all business 
 
 
Like CJCJ on Facebook: www.facebook.com/CJCJmedia  
Follow CJCJ on Twitter: www.twitter.com/CJCJmedia  
 
YOU CAN FIND OUT MORE 
Learn more about promoting humane and effective juvenile and criminal justice 
practices by visiting www.cjcj.org  
 
IT'S UP TO YOU TO KEEP THE MESSAGE MOVING 
1. Forward this email to your friends and colleagues 
2. Subscribe to this monthly update by sending a message to cjcjmedia@cjcj.org with 

"subscribe to listserv" in the subject line 
3. Follow us on Facebook and Twitter  
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4. Read our blog at www.cjcj.org/blog  
 
PLEASE ACT NOW 
Go to our Contribute page to give someone else the opportunity to hope. 
 
Copyright © 2011 Center on Juvenile and Criminal Justice, All rights reserved. 
 
You are receiving this email because you opted in at our website www.cjcj.org  
 
Our mailing address is: 
Center on Juvenile and Criminal Justice 
440 9th Street 
San Francisco, CA 94103 

http://www.cjcj.org/blog
http://www.cjcj.org/contribute
http://www.cjcj.org/

