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About the Book 
After the Doors Were Locked offers a look at the history of 
youth corrections in California from its origins to the 
present day. Macallair comments on the practices and 
how they have evolved throughout the centuries. This 
book also looks at the reforms currently taking place in 
California prison systems today 
  
About the Author 
Daniel E. Macallair is the Executive Director and 
co-founder of the Center on Juvenile and Criminal 
Justice. Macallair’s expertise is in the development and 
analysis of youth and adult correctional policy. He has 
implemented model community corrections programs 
and incarceration alternatives throughout the country 
and is an expert on criminal justice reform. Macallair 
serves on the faculty of the Department of Criminal 
Justice Studies at San Francisco State University as a 
Practitioner-in-Residence, where he teaches courses 
on adult and juvenile corrections policy. He is also an 
author of numerous publications and an invited 
speaker at conferences and seminars throughout the 
country. 
  
 

 

 
Praise for the Book 
“Macallair's book is a complete and necessary survey of 
youth corrections that takes careful account of the social, 
economic, and political factors at play in California's 
juvenile justice system.” 

— Ashley Nellis, PhD, Senior Research Analyst, The 

Sentencing Project 
 

“This book provides a comprehensive, detailed account of 
the development of the juvenile justice system in 
California.  It serves as an excellent resource for the 
inquiring novelist as well as the experienced researcher.” 
— Riane M. Bolin, PhD, Assistant Professor, Radford 

University 
 

“Macallair uses a mixture of legislative history, court 
rulings, factual accounts and public inquiries to lay bare 
the brutal history of California and the Nation's approach 
to juvenile delinquency from the gold rush to the present. 
Everyone involved in any aspect of the juvenile justice 
system needs to read this book. California is on a 
precipice: move forward and change, or doom the next 
generation to the same failures of the Houses of Refuge at 
the hands of Child Savers. May Macallair's account help 
Californians make the right choice.” 

— Andrea F. Joseph, New Mexico State University  
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